Spider Bites

Spider bites can cause minor soreness and tissue swelling or progress to large lesions if the dog is bitten by a brown recluse spider or a black widow.  These two spiders release very potent dermonecrotic toxins into the skin and deep tissues.  Fortunately they are much less common than other spiders. It should be noted that some symptoms from spiders may not appear until 3-4 days after the bite(s).  The delayed symptoms may include paleness, blood in the urine, fever, vomiting, and/or shock.

First aid treatment includes trying to identify the type of bite (spider, ant, and wasp) and wrap some ice in a cloth and place it on the wound.  Changing the bandage every 10 minutes with a 5 minute delay in between re-applications help to decrease tissue damage. Veterinary care should be sought as soon as possible.

Most ants are harmless in small numbers, but a colony can pose a real risk.  Red ants cause a severe burning sensation when they bite an animal.  Applying cool water or ice to the affected area(s) helps reduce inflammation.  Often a lidocaine or xylacaine cream can help ease the burning. 

Hive reactions can occur when a dog contacts something to which it is sensitive or allergic. Sensitivities can occur to:  cedar shavings; fiberglass insulation; paint fumes; certain drugs or medications; toxic plants; insect bites; or recent vaccinations.  Cool water baths soothe the skin and decrease inflammation.  Administering Benedryl by mouth will decrease hive formation and resolve any existing focal swellings
