Snake Bites

Snake bites can be quite serious especially if a dog is bitten by a venomous snake.  Treatment varies with the type of snake bite, clinical signs, location of the bite, and the length of time since the bite. If practical, a good description of the snake’s size, coloration, and shape of the head should be recorded to assist the veterinarian with the proper treatment protocol.  If the snake has been cornered and can be safely killed, retaining the reptile’s body for identification is best.  DO NOT try to pick up a live snake and never handle a dead snake without gloves.  The application of a tourniquet above the wound is controversial.  The best treatment initially is to wrap the wound and immobilize the limb.  If the wound is to the body, wrap it and crate the dog to keep the animal quiet. Universities and some large veterinary hospitals have snake anti-venom on-hand.  Broad spectrum antibiotics are generally indicated. These wounds may result in a large amount of necrotic (dead) tissue at the site of the bite. If this occurs, a veterinarian will need to clean and debride (trim dead tissue) the wound(s) regularly
