Quills


If your dog contacts a porcupine while hunting, the quills should be removed as quickly as possible.  The longer the quills remain in the dog, there is more chance of them breaking off and/or migrating to deeper tissues or organs within the dog’s body.  Quills have been known to penetrate the heart, lungs, and abdominal organs.  The dog should be muzzled with a soft cotton rope, cord, or gauze bandage material.  DO NOT cut the ends of the quills!  It is an old wife’s tale that the ‘air’ needs to be let out of them before removal.  Quills have tiny barbs on the end.  They need to be pulled directly out of the tissue, pulling as perpendicular to the skin as possible.  If the quills are broken or have migrated under the skin, a scalpel blade should be used to make a ‘stab’ incision over the quill so it can be removed.  It is good practice to put a dog on oral antibiotics after being ‘quilled’ by a porcupine
