Puncture Wounds


Puncture wounds are very common. The sources of these wounds are endless but include: broken branches or sticks; stubby or low cut brush; splintered lumber; carpentry nails; thorns; or items submerged in ponds or lakes.

Punctures should never be sutured closed.  Punctures must be encouraged to remain open and draining for 5 -7 days minimum.   Punctures can be safely flushed with hydrogen peroxide, saline flush, or chlorhexadine solution.   Antibiotic ointment (Animax, Panalog, Neosporin, Mycitracin) can be infused into the wound to prevent local infection. If a puncture wound is deep, oral systemic antibiotics are advisable in addition to localized treatment
