Long Bone Fractures

Long bone fractures can occur if a dog falls or stumbles into a hole or over a stone wall while working in a field.  If a broken bone is palpated, the joint above and below the fracture needs to immobilized until the limb is examined by a veterinarian.  Broken toes can easily be stabilized in a ‘spoon’ splint made of half diameter PVC pipe or similar item.  Fractures of long bones of the limb will need to be splinted with wood or metal bars incorporated into bandaging to support the leg.  A broken bone should be wrapped with heavy cotton or gauze padding. Then support bar should be placed on each side of the fracture line extending to the joint above and below the break in the bone.  A final outer layer of wrap (Vetwrap; PetFlex) is needed to hold the support bars and padding in firm alignment.  When wrapping or taping a paw or limb, always use a porous medical tape (NOT duct tape) to allow the tissues to breathe.  Duct tape causes the skin to ‘sweat’ and can lead to sloughing of skin tissues. The dog should be kept quiet in a crate until the broken bone can be evaluated by a vet
