Lacerations


Lacerations are cutting wounds that open the skin to expose the deeper layers of tissue and muscle. Some deep lacerations can extend through muscle to expose the more sensitive layers, bones, and organs to infection.  It is advisable to use a latex gloved finger to probe a deep laceration prior to treating it.  If the wound extends only under the skin with or without some muscle tearing, then it is usually safe to flush with saline or chlorhexadine.  Deep wounds extending into the chest cavity or abdomen should not be flushed in the field but rather ‘dressed’ with layers of absorbent wraps and treated by a trained veterinarian.  I prefer not to use hydrogen peroxide in deep subcutaneous wounds as the oxygen released from this solution as the liquid contacts the tissue can be caught in a gaseous form under the skin, creating a ‘crackling’  sensation to the skin when handled. This can cause some discomfort to the animal.  If you are comfortable with suturing a laceration, the wound should be cleansed thoroughly with a disinfectant prior to receiving ‘stitches’. Animals with lacerations should always be placed on oral antibiotics.  Some extensive lacerations or wounds that are infected require the placement of a plastic or gauze drain prior to closing the wound with sutures.  If any uncertainty exists, it is always safer to place a drain to provide an ‘;escape’ route for bacterial debris than to close the wound completely
