Diarrhea


After a very stressful workout, a dog may break with diarrhea.  If the dog must be worked again in the morning, a bland diet of boiled chicken meat; boiled white rice; and cottage cheese should be fed. This diet should be the mainstay until the stool consistency returns to normal.  If the dog can rest for at least 24 hours, a 12 hour fast is beneficial before starting the bland diet.  If the diarrhea does not resolve quickly, Pepto-bismol liquid and/or Imodium AD can be administered.  In general, Pepto-bismol is dosed at 15 cc (one teaspoon) per 20 lbs. body weight given every 4 hours; and Imodium AD (2mg. capsules) is dosed at one capsule 3 - 4 times daily until the stools appear normal.

While running in an open field, along a wood line, or through an opening in a stone wall, a hunting dog may become caught in a trapper’s steel leg hold trap or snare line.  If possible the dog should be restrained by one person while another attempts to pry open the jaws of the trap to free the dog’s paw.  If the handler is unable to release the dog from the trap; it is best to remove the entire trap or snare by pulling its anchor line from the ground with the dog’s paw still in the trap.  Once the trap is freed from the ground, take the dog  - trap n’ all  -to the closest veterinarian for proper treatment. This procedure often requires general anesthesia to relax the dog and to allow the vet to be able to remove the trap safely with as little damage as possible to the paw.  It is advisable to take a radiograph (x-ray) of the limb to check for possible bone fractures while the dog is still anesthetized. 
