Broken Toe Nails

Broken toe nails occur frequently.  Often it is because the nails are not routinely trimmed at home. Sometimes it is because of an odd angle at which the dog contacts the ground or a rock with his toenail.  If the outer shell of the nail is hanging, it is best to clip it off at the level of the break even if this causes bleeding.  If the nail is not trimmed at this level, the broken nail fragment will act as a lever and cause persistent pain and bleeding. The bleeding can be stopped with commercial styptic powder; applying corn starch to the nail bed; or by rubbing the raw nail in a soap bar and applying slight pressure to the wound.  If the dog continues to run on the broken toenail, bleeding will persist.  Animals can continue to run and hunt if the paw is bandaged and dressed with a nylon or leather dog boot.  Generally the boot will need to be taped to the hair of the dog’s leg with porous tape or excessive movement will cause the boot to fall off.   Always use a porous or ‘breathable’ tape (medical tape) when taping a bandage or boot to a limb. The underlying skin needs to breathe to prevent trauma and possible infection to the skin.

If two or more dogs are hunting or training together, fights can occur and subsequent injuries can be quite extensive.  Bite wounds can be a combination of deep and superficial punctures and lacerations. Each wound needs to be evaluated separately and treated individually with respect to the amount of trauma to the skin and deeper tissues.  Dog’s mouths contain many different types of bacteria and oral antibiotics are a must.
